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Overseas Filipinos unite to demand a
Family Living Wage in the Philippines

Overseas Filipinos support the call of militant
labor groups to raise wages in the Philippines to a
Family Living Wage (FLW).

Nearly 200 organizations and individuals
including chapters of Migrante and progressive
groups of workers, women, youth, religious
people, and migrant rights organizations, issued a

joint manifesto in
support of a PhP1,200
minimum daily wage
for workers in the
rivate sector and

Ftraaesid  OVERSEAS FILIPINOS

minimum wage for

“We are very much concerned with the surging prices of
basic commodities - including the cost of utilities, health
care, education, housing, and petroleum products,
among others — which the current daily minimum wage
falls far short of covering,” states the manifesto. “This,
coupled with landlessness and the lack of jobs, creates
chronic poverty that drives millions of us and our

families to work abroad in
order to survive. The

continuing
institutionalization of labor
export increases the

numbers of victims of

TOMMETY  STAND TOGETHER ety

employees.

Chapters of Migrante,
Gabriela, Anakbayan in
North America, Middle
East, Europe, and Asia
Pacific are some of the
sighatories supportive of
the call of the Kilusang
Mayo Uno (KMU) and

the Confederation for o li!

Unity, Recognition, and

Advancement of FOR A FAMILY

Government Employees
(COURAGE) t(F raise IN THE PH
wages.

According to the
groups, implementing
the increase will help narrow the gap between the
current daily minimum wages and required FLW.

The manifesto also calls for the end of neoliberal
state policies like liberalization, privatization, and
deregulation advocated by the International
Monetary Fund and World Bank among countries
like the Philippines, which negatively affecting the
economy.

An FLW i1s the income required to meet essential
expenses including food, other basic needs, and
savings for a family five. But the average daily
minimum wage in the Philippines is at PhP440/
$7.49 USD, which is only 36% of the daily FLW
pegged at PhP1,207/$20.55 USD.
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Last year, over 7,000
Filipinos left the country
daily to find work abroad,
highlighting the lack of jobs
and  opportunities  and
worsening living conditions.
The worsening
unemployment  in  the
Philippines is due to the
government’s labor export
program forcing millions

LIVING WAGE to find work abroad despite

i the risk of becoming victims
"-IPPINES. of labor trafficking.

The US. and Philippine

governments’ refusal to

develop national industries and implement genuine
agrarian reform keeps Filipinos impoverished.

Instead, the PH government has pushed job
contractualization, anti-worker policies, union
busting, and the persecution of labor and peasant
activists and human rights defenders.

OFWs 1ncluding caregivers, undocumented
workers, working youth, and landed immigrants
with strong ties to Philippines through their
families and loved ones recognize the urgent need
for a family living wage. “Our families should not
have to constantly rely on the remittances born
from our working two, to three, or even more jobs
under exploitative and dangerous conditions,” they
said.
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Since 2020, basic family living exgenses increased from
PhP 1022/ day to PhP12£7/ day in 2025
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Full data and infographics can be found at https://www.ibon.org/flw-ncr-2501/ and
https://www.ibon.org/pricesswages-ncr-2501/
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